What is claimed is: 

1 . A doorbell apparatus for mounting proximal to a door comprising: 

a sensor for generating a signal in response to the presence of an individual at 

the door; 

a first speaker for announcing a first audible event in response to the sensor's 

signal; 

a microphone for receiving a response to the first audible event from the 

individual; 

a playback means for playing the response, the playback means having a 
monitoring mode and a controlled playback mode; 

a storage means for storing the response; 

a second speaker for announcing the stored response remotely from the 
microphone during the monitoring mode; and 

a manually-controlled actuator for selectively announcing a second audible 
event at the first panel, in response to the announcing of the stored response. 

2. The doorbell apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second audible event is 
a warning alarm. 

3. The doorbell apparatus of claim 1, wherein the storage means stores 
multiple responses to the first audible event. 

4. The doorbell apparatus of claim 3, wherein the playback means further 
comprises a playback button, a forward button, and an erase button, for selectively accessing 
the multiple responses in the controlled playback mode. 

5. The doorbell apparatus of claim 3, wherein the playback means 
includes an indicator indicating the number of responses recorded. 



11 



6. 



The doorbell apparatus of claim 3, wherein the storage means stores an 



identifier for each of the multiple responses. 



7. 



The doorbell apparatus of claim 6, wherein the identifier is an audible 



time identifier. 



8. 



The doorbell apparatus claim 1 , further comprising: 



a first panel including the sensor, the first speaker, and the microphone; and 
a second panel including the playback means, the storage means, the second 
speaker, and the manually-controlled actuator. 

9. The doorbell apparatus of claim 8, further comprising a light 
associated with the first panel, the light being activated in response to the signal from the 
sensor. 

10. The doorbell apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first panel and the 
second panel are hard- wired to each other. 

1 1 . The doorbell apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first panel and the 
second panel are coupled together via a wireless link. 

12. The doorbell apparatus of claim 10, wherein the second panel is 
powered by a power source for the first panel. 

13. The doorbell apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first panel uses an 
internal power source. 

14. The doorbell apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first panel uses an 
external power source. 

15. The doorbell apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first panel further 
comprises a third speaker for announcing the second audible event, the third speaker having a 
coverage area large enough to announce the second audible event over an area of interest. 
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16. The doorbell apparatus of claim 8, wherein the second panel further 
comprises a microphone for recording the first audible event to be announced by the speaker. 

17. The doorbell apparatus of claim 1, wherein the manually-controlled 
actuator comprises two buttons that are simultaneously depressed for actuation. 

18. The doorbell apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a memo record 

means. 
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